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SUBJECT: JAPANESE AID TO MR-II REFUGEES 

1. MINISTER SUSUMU MATSUBARA OF THE JAPANESE EMBASSY IN SAIGON 
ACCOMPANIED DR. DAN, DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER IN CHARGE OF SOCIAL 
WELFARE, LAND DEVELOPMENT AND HAMLET BUILDING, ON HIS MAY 10 
AND 1 1 TRIP TO BINH DINH, NINH THUAN AND CAM RANH. THE PURPOSE 
OF THE MINISTER'S VISIT WAS TO PRESENT JAPANESE DONATED 
AGRICULTURAL TOOLS TO RESETTLEMENT SITES AND TO FAMILIARIZE 
HIMSELF WITH THE REFUGEE RELIEF PROGRAM AND ITS PROGRESS. 

MR. MATSUBARA’S VISIT FOLLOWS THAT OF 1ST SECRETARY TOMIO 
UCHIDA WHO PRESENTED A SIMILAR TOOL PACKAGE TO THE PEOPLE OF THE 
TAN RAI AND MINH LONG RESETTLEMENT CENTERS IN LAM DONG ON MAY 7. 

2. ACCORDING TO THESE JAPANESE AND OEFICIAL VIETNAMESESOURCES, 

THE JAPANESE GOVERNMENT IS PROVIDING SHOVELS, SPADES, SAWS, 
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VALUED AT $18.15 MILLION U.S. DOLLARS TO RESETTLEMENT CENTERS 
THROUGHOUT VIETNAM. 

3. AS THE EMBASSY IS AWARE, THERE IS JAPANESE INTEREST AND MONEY 
IN THE DANHIM POWER PLANT, IN MR-II'S TIMBER, ITS SILICA SAND, 

ITS LOBSTERS AND SHRIMP AND IN THE POSSIBLE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
OF CAM RANH. IT IS, THEREFORE, GRATIEYING TO SEE SUBSTANTIAL 
JAPANESE AID BEING PROVIDED TO THE RESETTLED REEUGEES AND THE 
FACT THAT IT WAS GRACIOUSLY AND PERSONALLY PRESENTED BY A HIGH 
LEVEL OFFICIAL OF THE JAPANESE EMBASSY IS NOT WITHOUT SOME 
POLITICAL SIGNIFICANCE. 

4. MR. SUSUMU HAS SERVED IN SAIGON FOR NEARLY TWO YEARS. HE IS AN 
ECONOMIST WHO STUDIED AT HARVARD BUT HAS NEVER SERVED OFFICIALLY IN 
THE U.S. HE SPEAKS EXCELLENT ENGLISH BUT APPARENTLY IS A RUSSIAN 
SPECIALIST AND HAS SERVED FOR SOME TIME IN MOSCOW. MR. UCHIDA 

HAS ONLY JUST ARRIVED IN SAIGON FROM THREE YEARS ON THE ECONOMIC 
DESK FOR SE ASIA IN THE JAPANESE FOREIGN OEFICE. FORMERLY HE WAS 
FOR FOUR YEARS AT THE JAPANESE EMBASSY IN PARIS WHERE HE SERVED 
THEIR DELEGATION TO THE OECD. HE ALSO SPENT ONE SESSION IN NEW 
YORK ON THE JAPANESE DELEGATION TO THE U.N. MR. UCHIDA SPEAKS 
FLUENT ENGLISH AND ERENCH. 

COOK UNQTE MARTIN 
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